Images of climate change in the news: Visual framing of a global environmental issue
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“An Inconvenient Truth”, evangelical statement

Thematic and representational information contained in the images, their associated captions, and
headlines was coded using a ‘semantic tagging’ approach. Using this approach, an image was coded as
containing a theme if any element of the image, caption, or headline contained that theme, so that any
single image could be associated with multiple codes. Coding categories were developed based upon 1)
coding schemes described in existing literature about media representation of climate, and 2) themes
that were salient during initial data browsing, and 3) and a few unique themes that emerged through the
coding process. A detailed codebook? describing the theme codes was developed iteratively through
several coder training stages. Once the codebook was finalized, three coders (1st, 4th, and 5th authors)
coded each of the images independently. Average Krippendorf’s alpha was .86 for all codes, and further
discussion led to 100% agreement in each case where coders initially disagreed. The image on the right
of this poster visually represents relationships between the codes based upon patterns of co-occurrence
in the image dataset. Hierarchical cluster analysis (average linkage, cosine distance) and a partitioning 0
algorithm3 were used to group codes into ‘frames’, or clusters of related themes. Temporal, geographic,
representational, and co-occurrence patterns were visualized using the Circos3 data visualization tool. year
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S p here of actIVIty While some of the most visually-striking representations space, scene, $

of impacts of climate change may feature remote

S locations (e.g., melting glaciers and polar bears), most of or landscape
SEELIILTTRRY mmmmiEm the human activity represented in the images takes place in public or semi-public social spaces while

activities that take place in private spaces remain largely unseen and therefor de-emphasized. While it ~

seems obvious that news reports are intended to cover public activities that are of interest to the public,

many of the activities that contribute to or can be adopted to address the climate change take place in

private spaces such as homes and businesses. Implications are two-fold -- first, journalists seeking to
near K provide actionable information to the public should focus more attention on the private sphere. Second,

— el poiis? (5 because of the public focus inherent in news media, those who wish to communicate about climate

» - . : i | | change solutions would do well to look beyond the news media for other vehicles appropriate for this
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The 350 images In the dataset organized so that similar images are near
each other. Layout based upon a Self-Organizing Map® representation of
patterns of code co-occurrence.
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